Killing kuffar is allowed! 


Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah (rahimahullah) said: "And Kufr together with Muharaba is 
present in every Kafir, therefore it is permissible to enslave him just as it is permissible to kill 
him." (Majmu al-Fatawa, 31/380) 

Hafidh ibn Kathir (àl 4s ) said, 
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(... Then fight the Mushrikin wherever you find them.) 


“...means, on the earth in general, except for the Sacred Area, for Allah said...” 
[Tafsir ibn Kathir] 


Imam al-Tabari (à 4s) said in Tafsir al-Tabarī Volume 11, pg. 343, 


“So kill the Mushrikin,” he said: “Fight them.” “Wherever 
you find them,” he said: “Wherever you meet them from 
the Earth, in al-Haram, not in al-Haram, in the forbidden 
months, not in the forbidden months.” 


Imam al-Razi (àl 4«3)) said in Tafsir al-Fakhr ar-Razi Volume 15, pg. 233, 


“His statement: ‘So kill them wherever you find them, 
and that is a command to kill them upon generality, in 
any time, and any place.” 


Imam Ibn Kathir (à 435) also mentions, 


Al-Awfi said that Ibn Abbas commented: “No idolator had any more treaty or promise of 
safety ever since Surah Bara’ah was revealed. The four months, in addition to, all peace 
treaties conducted before Bara’ah was revealed and announced had ended by the tenth of 
the month of Rabi Al-Akhir.” 


[Tafsir ibn Kathir] 
Note: Surah Bara’ah = Surah Tawbah. 


These qoutes from these Mufasirin refute those who say this ayah only applies to the 
Quraysh during the time of the Prophet ales 4de ùl la 


Imam Ash-Shafi’ said: 

“Allah the exalted & blessed legalized(to spill) the blood and wealth of the kafir unless he 
pays the jizya(tax) or he is granted protection for a certain period.” 

[Al Umm 1/264] 


Imam Ash-Shawkani said: 

“As for the Kuffar, their blood is basically legal (to spill) as it is in the ayah of the sword 
(At-Tawbah verse 5), what about if they start fighting (us)?” 

[Al Sayrul Jarar 4/522] 


Ibn Muflih said: 

“There is no expiation nor blood money paid for killing a kafir that has no peace treaty, 
because his blood is generally permissible (to spill) like the pig.” 

[Al Mubdi’ 8/263] 


Al Kasani: 

“Basically: Anyone (who is a kafir) from the fighters (i.e. the male that has reached the 
fighting age): it is permissible to kill him whether he fights (the Muslims) or not.” 
[Bada’ As-Sanai’ 7/101] 


Al Qurtubi said: 

“If a Muslim meets a kafir that has no contract(of protection): it is permissible for him to kill 
that Kafir.” 

[Tafsir Al-Qurtubi 5/338] 


As-Sarkhasi said: 

“There is no sin upon one who kills the apostates before calling them to Islam because they 
are the same with the kuffar and the Message (of Islam) has reached them.” 

[Al Mabsut 10/120] 


Imam An-Nawawi said: 

“As for the kafir that has no contract of peace(with a legitimate Islamic State), there is no 
liability in killing him, from whatever religion he might be.” 

[Rawdhatu Talibin 9/259] 


Ibn Hajar Al ‘Asqalani said: 

“The existence of the disbelief (kufr) is what permits the blood.” 

[Fath Al-Bari, Vol. 12/326; publication of Maktabat Dar As-Salam & Maktabat Dar Al-Fayha, 
1st Edition, 1418 H.] 


Now that we have established the ruling on the blood of the kafir and that the asl of it is that 
it is permissible to spill, | will now refute a few claims by the opposition concering this. 
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And prepare against them whatever you are able of power and of steeds of war by 
which you may terrify the enemy of Allah and your enemy and others besides them 
whom you do not know [but] whom Allah knows. And whatever you spend in the 
cause of Allah will be fully repaid to you, and you will not be wronged. 


Chapter 16: Instances when it is Permissable to 


Usually Prohibited from Killing from Amongst the Disbelievers 


CHAPTER SUMMARY 


‘Those instances when the general ruling regarding the 
impermissibility of killing of the disbelievers’ women, children, 
elderly, on so on, is lifted are: 


1) 
3 
3 
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5 
6) 
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If they fight 

I they curse Allāh è. His Messenger $, or [skim 

The leaders of disbelief 

Women who expose themselves attempting to distract the 
Mujāhidīin 

Apostates 

Retaliation Gin kind) 

Weakening the disbelievers morale 


Target Those 
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INSTANCES WHEN IT IS PERMISSIBLE 
TO INTENTIONALLY TARGET THOSE 


USUALLY PROHIBITED FROM KILLING 
FROM AMONGST THE DISBELIEVERS 


There are a number of exceptions to the general prohibition of 
intentionally killing women, children, the elderly, monks, and 
their likes from amongst the disbelievers. They are: 


1) Those who fight with word or deed. These people fall under 
the implications of the verses in Sārah al-Baqarah (2:190): 
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Fight in the way of Allah those who fight you 


And (2:191): 


OL NEARS 


But if they fight you, then kill them. Such is the 
recompense of the disbelievers. 


Ibn Al-Humim S said, “And likewise anyone who fights 
from amongst them (i.e. those who are originally forbidden from 
being killed), should be killed to repel their harm, and because 
the act of Qitdl (fighting, killing) is permissible in Hagigah 
(reality, i.e. the original ruling of Qiud!). (However,) the insane 
person should not be killed, unless he fights, in which case he 
too should be killed. Thus if the child and the insane person 
fight, they are killed.” ™ 


2) Those who curse Allāh @, His Messenger $, Isläm, or the 
believers, in accordance with the noble verse in Sirah at- 
Tawbah (9:12) in which Allah & says: 


ES ARA FIN AEE SEAE 

(0 AI AES ALN) 
And if they break their oaths after their treaty and defame 
your religion, then fight the leaders of disbelief, for 


indeed, there are no oaths [sacred] to them; [fight them 
that] they might cease. 


™ Sharh Fath al-Qadir (S203), in The Clarification Regarding Intentionally 
Targeting Women and Children (pgs 30831) 
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Tbn Kathir Si, while explaining the above verse said, “And 
from this verse, it is understood that whosoever insults the 
Prophet 4, or curses the Din of Isidm, then such a person is to 
be killed.” "° 


In ash-Shift (2/549) al-Qadt 'Iyyäd Sis says, “As we have 
recalled, the scholars have a consensus on the killing of whoever 
(curses or maligns the Prophet ).” Likewise, ibn Taymiyyah 
quotes Imam Abmad iis; in as-Sdrim al-Mastil (p.300) as 
saying, “Everyone, whether they be a Muslim or disbeliever, 
that blasphemes against the Prophet 3 or describes him with a 
deficiency, should be executed, and my opinion is that he should 
be killed without being called to repent,” 


3) The leaders of the disbelievers. Allah $ says: 


giii 
then fight the leaders of disbelief 


Ibn *Abidin S5 said, “And the female ruler should be killed 
even if she does not fight, and likewise the child king. This is 
because killing their ruler will deteriorate their valour (i.e. the 
morale of the disbelievers).” 


4) Women who expose themselves in an attempt to distract, or 
insult the Mujahidin. 


“In the abridged English transkation of Tafslr ibm Karhtr (published by 
Darussalam), instead of saying. “then such a person is to be killed,” it says, 
“thea such a person is to be fought.” However, in the text of the Arabic 
original, ibn Kathir uses the word Quaal (Ja), which means to kill, (whereas 
the word for fighting is Qi) [U%]), therefore it would seem that this is a 
mistake in the English translation - and Allah knows best 

W Häshiyah tha ‘Abidie (4132), also in The Clarification Regarding 
Intentionally Targeting Women and Children (p36) 
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And those who, when tyranny strikes them, they 
defend themselves. And the retribution for an evil act 
is an evil one like it, but whoever pardons and makes 
reconciliation - his reward is [due] from Allāh. 
Indeed, He does not like wrongdoers. And whoever 
avenges himself after having been wronged - those 


Chapter 16: Instances when it is Permissable to Intentionally Target Those 


Imam ibn Quéimah Sž»; said in al-Mughni (9/288), “If a Usually Prohibited from Killing from Amongst the Disbellevers 


woman is present in the ranks of the disbelievers, or stands upon 
their fortifications and insults the Muslims, or exposes herself 
(in an attempt to distract them), then it becomes permissible to 
intentionally fire at her.” ™® 


‘women apostates in the obligation to kill them. This has been 
narrated from Abd Bakr and ‘AIT aagj=, and is (also) the stance 
of al-Hasan al-Başrī, Az-Zuhri, Ibrahim An-Nakh’l, Makbūl, 


5) Apostasy, as the Prophet 3% commanded the believers: 
SS de IY i 
“Whoever changes his religion, then kill him.” ™ 


Al-Hafidh ibn Hajar ais; said, “And he (Ibn “Abbas ig) 
narrated, “The female apostate is to be killed, and Abo Bakr 
ags killed a woman who had apostatized during his Khilafah, 
and all the Companions agreed. (with) not a single one of them 
objecting...’ Because the original female disbeliever can be 
enslaved and becomes property of the Mujdhidin, but the female 
apostate cannot be enslaved, so she must be killed. In the Hadith 
of Mu’dh sagiss when the Prophet $ sent him to Yemen, there 
are the words, “Whichever man apostatizes from Islam, then call 
him back. So if he returns (then let him be), but if not, then strike 
his neck. And whichever woman apostatizes from Islâm, then 
call her back. So if she returns (then let her be), but if not, then 
strike her neck.” The chain of narration of this [Jadith is 
Lasan” ™ 


Ibn Qudimah al-Maqdist Six; said, “And he (Ahmad ibn 
Hanbal) said, ‘Whosoever tums back from Islim, from amongst 
the men and women, and is mature and sane - they are given 
three days. If they return to Isläm (then let them be), if not, they 
should be killed...’ There is no difference between men and 


"E AL Mughni (1578) 

™ Sahih al-Buthari: The Book of Wnt (3017) 

™ Faih al-Bär? Kitith tstithak al-Murtaddin, in The Clarification Regarding 
Intentionally Targeting Women and Children, p 32 
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Chapter 
Usually Prohibited from Killing from Amongst the Disbelievers 


‘Shaykh ibn al-"Uthaymin its; said in a tape recording regarding 
this topic: “And the second (matter) is the forbiddance of killing 
‘Women and children during times of war. 

But if it is said: “If they (the Auffar) do this to us - meaning 
that they kill our children and women - Then do we then kill 
them?” 

‘The apparent [Thahir] is that it is (permissible) for us to kill 
their women and children - even if it means that we lose 
profitbenefit from it [since keeping them alive is a profiVbenefit 
because they become the property of the Muslims); (and killing 
them in this situation is permissible) due to it threatening the 
hearts of the enemies and a humiliation for them. And due to the 
generality of the Statement of Allah [2:194] 


Pogra gia = 


So whoever has assaulted you, then assault him in the 
same way that he has assaulted you." *” 


7) As a means of putting pressure upon the disbelievers, 
‘weakening their resolve, and dividing their unity. 


There are a number of narrations regarding an incident that 
occurred during the Prophet's @ joumey to Hudaybiyyah, 
wherein the Companions apprehended a disbelieving spy, who 
proceeded 10 inform them that the Quraysh had gathered the 
tribes surrounding Makkah, making a pact that they would all 


* (Refer to side “B® from the third cassette of Kitdb alJihäd from Sharh 
Buliigh al-Mardm, starting at 29:09. Or, download i ftom the Shaykh's 
website here, in The Clarification Regarding Intentionally Targeting Women 
and Children (p723) 
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Hammad, Malik, al-Layth, al-AwzāT, ash-Shafi'l, and Ishäq 
an 


6) Those who are targeted in retaliation. This concept is 
established in a number of verses, such as in Siirah al- 
Baqarah (2:178) wherein Allah & says: 


O you who have believed, prescribed for you is legal 
retribution 


And (2:194): 


AATE AnS CNE NEE 

KK 
Jor [all] violations is legal retribution. So whoever has 
assaulted you, then assault him in the same way that 
he has assaulted you. 


While He @ says in Sirah ash-Shürä (42:39-41): 

ke eel aaa adhe 
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* AlMughat: Kuh al-Muriod (9/33). (107387074), in The Clarification 
‘Regarding Inientomally Targeting Women and Children (p32) 


fight the Muslims if they insisted on continuing their pilgrimage 
to Makkah. 


Ibn Kathir S>, in his Tafsir (9/157-158) of Siirah al-Fath says: 


Al-BukharT dit recorded in his Sabih in the Book of 
Conditions that al-Miswar bin Makhramah and Marwan 
bin al-Hakam both narrated attesting to the truthfulness of 
the other, “Allah's Messenger set out at the time of Al- 
Hudaybiyyah with several hundred of his Companions. 
‘When he reached Dhul-Hulayfah, he had the sacrificial 
animals garlanded and marked and resumed the state of 
Tram for “Umrah. He then sent several men from the tribe 
of Khuzi’ah to gather news for him and then he 
proceeded. When he arrived at a village called al-Ashtat, 
his advance regiment came back and said, “The Quraysh 
have gathered their forces against you, including al- 
Abbash tribes. They are intent on fighting you, stopping 
you, and preventing you." 


‘The Messenger sp said: 
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*O people! Give me your opinion. Do you recommend that 
4 should destroy the families and offspring of those who 


‘want to stop us from the Ka'bah? If they should come to us 


(for peace) then Allah will destroy a spy from the pagans, 
or otherwise we will leave them in a miserable state. 


While in another narration, the Prophet 48 said: 


™ Sahih al-Rubhär? The Book of Military Expeditions (417844170) 


have nor upon them any cause [for blame]. 


And in Sirah an-Nahl (16:126): 
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And if you punish [an enemy, O believers}, punish 
with an equivalent of that with which you were 
harmed. But if you are patient - it is better for those 


who are patient. 


In Al-Ikhtiyarat (5/521) Shaykh ibn Taymiyyah Ss says, 
“Verily, the retaliation in kind is a right for them. So it is 
permitted for them to perform it in order to restore their morale 
and to take revenge, yet they may decline it (i.e. this right) when 
patience is preferable. However, this is when the retaliation in 
kind would not result in any advance in the Jihad and when it 
would not increase their terror (so as to keep them away) from 
the likes of that. But if a widespread retaliation in kind would be 
an invitation for them towards Jmdn or a preventative factor 
from their aggression, then in this case, it becomes included in a 
form of establishing the Hudiid (ie. Islamic legislated 


punishments) and a (proper) Shari 'ah-bused Jihad.” ™* 


“Narrated by thn Mufliy in Al-Furd’ (6/218), in The Clarification 


Regarding Intentionally Targeting Women and Children (p52) 
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“Advise me! Do you think we should target the children of 
those who helped them (the enemies), so we kill them; and 
if they remain sitting, then they will sit as those whose 
families have been killed, and property been seized and if 
they do not come then it will be a neck, which Allah has 
cut? Or do you see that we should travel to the House 
[Ka'bah] and then whoever prevents us from it, we fight 
hime ™ 
[End of ibn Kathir quote} 


in these narrations, the Prophet 4% mentioned two courses of 
‘action as he consulted his Companions, which would have 
resulted in one of three outcomes: 


‘The first course of action be suggested was that the Muslims 
conduct, what in military terms is referred to as a Turning 
Movement.” Since the Quraysh were intent on barring him 
from reaching the Kabah, then he would head for their homes 
wherein their women, children, and property was situated 


© Mumad Ahmad (18166), al-Bayhaq (9218), an-NasiT in al-Kubra 
(5/170), “Abd ar-Razzdq ($/330), a abard in al-Kabir (20/10), and senior 
4s marae by a: Buhle (4/1531), and Ibn ABT Shaybah (7/387). Also, reter 
10 Za oleMa’ (117118) and Shaykh AbO Qandah al-Fiista's Fang 
in The Clarification Regarding Intentionally Targeting Women and Children 
(999) 

The US Military in their Field Manual 3-90 (FM 3-90) (p.92). defines a 
‘Turning Movement as, form of manoeuvre in which the anacking force 
seeks o avond the enemy's principle defensive positions by seizing objectives 
in the enemy rear and causing the enemy to move out of his current positions 
or divert major forces to meet the threat (FM 3-0), 


